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during the performance of the most solemn parts of the
ceremonial.

At first the people seemed careless and inattentive, "but
afterwards, especially at the consecration of the host, the
venerable appearance and dress of the priest, the loud ring-
ing of "bells, the waving fumes of the incense, and the loud
and apparently earnest prayers offered by the people, appeared
to me under the circumstances very affecting and impressive.
No one communicated on this occasion except the priest.
He pronounced the benedictions with exquisite grace.

The incense was once carried round the congregation,
those who received the benefit bowing to the youth who
bore the censer.

A curious ceremony called " giving the peace," probably
intended to answer the same purpose as the kiss of peace in
early ages, was performed before the consecration of the
elements. The deacon who carried the censer took from it
a double handful of the smoke, which he smelled, and then
appeared to hand to the priest, who received it with both
hands. Going to the people he gave it into the hands of
two or three of the nearest, who put it to their faces, and
then pretended to pass it on to others, till it went round the
whole congregation. One of the good people came up to me
where I was standing and said, " Do you want this peace,
sir ? This is the sign of peace." " Yes," I replied, and gave
my hand, which he took in both his and slightly stroked.
This I thought a very pretty observance.

After the conclusion of the service some of the people
invited me to a neighbouring house, a good building with
chairs, neat coloured grass mats, and a table covered with a
white cloth, on which were placed bread, fruits, plates, tea-
cups, &c., in imitation of the European style. Here the
Cattanar, Jacob, shortly joined us, and we entered into con-
versation at breakfast respecting their church and customs.